History & Scope of Work

The Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless provides advocacy and services for homeless individuals and families and seeks long term solutions to homelessness.  Since its founding in 1988, the Coalition has represented its members and those who are homeless in policy and advocacy issues on the local, the state and federal level.  Along with our overall policy and service work, we are currently focusing on ending chronic homelessness through the creation of permanent supportive housing for homeless individuals and families. 
The RI Coalition for the Homeless’ Mission is to promote and preserve the dignity and quality of life for men, women, and children by pursuing comprehensive and cooperative solutions to the problems of housing and homelessness.  This is accomplished through advocacy, education, collaboration, technical assistance, and selected direct services. 

Our priorities include adequate funding and resources for the homeless service system and production and preservation of affordable housing. The coalition currently has one hundred twenty-four members. Through training programs, workshops, media coverage and public relations events, the Coalition has raised public awareness about the lack of affordable rental units and home ownership opportunities as the major contribution to homelessness in the State of Rhode Island.  

The Coalition’s history of programs:

The Street Sheet survival guide provides information about food, shelter and other emergency services to those who are homeless and to community agencies. The Coalition distributed thirty thousand (30,000) copies of five versions in English and Spanish to over 150 different sites including social services agencies, hospitals and courts. The Street Sheet connects people to basic needs, but also enables them to access other agency services to move from homelessness to housing, including finding housing, employment and treatment.  

The Housing Locator Program includes listings and resources for locating rental housing and tenant education for housing search and retention. This project is intended to assist those who are homeless to find permanent affordable housing. Services are available to the over 6,000 adults and families who are homeless each year, and is used by at least 25% of those who are homeless. The Housing Locator Program also runs trainings on housing barrier reduction to state case management staff at our Department of Human Services, Department of Children, Youth & Families, and the Department of Corrections. In addition, we also perform housing barrier reduction trainings for numerous private non-profit social service organization case management staff across the state, including domestic violence shelters and youth programs. Finally, the entire Coalition staff responds to approximately 1,800 calls for information and referral per year.   

The Homeless Legal Clinic serves over 200 individuals annually. Volunteer attorneys go to shelters to provide information, advice, and often case representation. In addition, the Homeless Legal Clinic coordinates with Rhode Island Legal Services on a public benefits access clinic (Food Stamps, SSI, SSDI, GPA, Medical Assistance) 2-times per month. The results often help to remove barriers to housing and employment.   
The Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) collects data on persons entering and exiting the homeless provider network across the state.  We analyze data on homelessness and advocate for solution-oriented responses to the ever increasing homeless problem in our state. Areas of interest include the results of the production of affordable housing and supportive housing programs, understanding barriers to steady income, understanding the effectiveness of treatment and services, and designing prevention programs to address the need to mobilize political will and community involvement. 
In addition to the Housing Locator Program, the Core Training and Education Program is available statewide. The Executive Director and the Policy & Associate Director deliver Homelessness 101 educational lectures to public and private schools, community groups, civic groups, faith communities, and social service agencies. We also collaborate with the RI Council of Community Mental Health Organizations on cross-trainings through a federal PATH grant (Projects to Assist in Transition from Homelessness); trainings on mental health issues are provided to homeless service providers, while other trainings and community forums focus on issues confronting homeless individuals and families, and target in-patient medical and in-patient psychiatric services providers. 

Our Public Education & Public Policy Advocacy Initiative rounds out our program offerings. The Coalition has a proven track-record of success in bringing the issue of homelessness into the collective public conscience. In 2001, RICH was a primary advocate for creation of the Neighborhood Opportunities Program (NOP). As a result, over the past six years, NOP has produced more than 1,100 housing units for very low income Rhode Islanders. More recently, The Coalition was instrumental in helping to place a $50 million affordable housing bond on the November 2006 ballot, co-sponsoring The Journey Home March to End Homelessness to highlight the need for dedicated resources for affordable housing production in Rhode Island. 
In addition, our recent advocacy related to the closing of the Welcome Arnold homeless shelter, the state’s largest facility, led to a new model of shelter provision based in the community rather than a continuing a warehousing model of placing homeless residents in large congregate shelters. As a result, 95 men and women now wake up in a place where they feel safe, where they can keep their belongings, and where they can more easily and actively join in the process of identifying their needs, engaging with social service professionals to make the necessary connections needed to rebuild their lives. 
