Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless

Learning Group 1: Ending Homelessness in RI
Summary of 04/01/10 Meeting


NEXT MEETING: Thursday, May 6, 2010 @12:00 – 2:00
Meetings will take place on the first Thursday of each month at noon. Lunch is provided.

Meetings to confirm: Jun 3, Jul 1, Aug 5, Sept 2, Oct 7, Nov 4, Dec 2
MAY MEETING AGENDA & ASSIGNMENTS
The May meeting will focus on data and the scope of homelessness. Group members who volunteered to present data are :
· Eric Hirsch – overview of HMIS data

· Stephanie Geller – Families/children 

· Cathy Rhodes – Will collect constituent stories to intersperse with data presentations

· Corinna Roy – MHRH 

· Roberta Richman – Probation, sex offenders, leaving incarceration

· Mike Burk --   DCYF foster care (someone volunteered to connect with him)

· Tom O’Toole – Veterans

· John Joyce - unsheltered homeless

· Reed Cosper – Other mental health issues and support

You can send your presentations to Karen Jeffreys (Karen@rihomeless.org) or bring a thumb drive with you. 

Additional information to distribute via email: Housing Works RI Factbook (2010), Update to State Ending Homeless 10 Year Plan (Darlene)

· Hospitals (Cathy raised, I don’t have notes on who was going to do this)

June Meeting Agenda (tentative)

Presentation on innovative, successful models in other communities

Other meetings

Take a community or issue and work it as a case to redesign the system to “solve” homelessness

OUR WORKING TOGETHER AGREEMENT

· Participate

· Keep paper to a minimum (we are looking into an online section of the RICH website where reports, group information and meeting summaries can be made available
· Okay to not always agree, we can bring forward multiple recommendations
· Communicate ideas outward without attribution, i.e. we encourage participants to continue these discussions with their own colleagues and constituents, but we also want individuals within this group to feel comfortable expressing difficult ideas. So in bringing issues forward to your constituents, do this without attribution
· Be open, honest and respectful
· Allow other opinions to emerge
· Act in good faith and assume the same of each other.  
· Avoid group think, healthy dynamic of dissent
· Not about person, but their positions
· Cell phones on vibrate
· Share notes on web
SCOPE OF “ENDING HOMELESSNESS”

We need to understand who is experiencing homelessness, why and tailor solutions to their needs. Populations to consider:

· Child & family homelessness 
· Chronic homelessness
· Youth leaving state foster care
· Economic unstable families and individuals
· Individuals with health issues of all kinds, including mental illness, drug addiction,  alcoholism and other health concerns
· People with disabilities
· Sex offenders
· Individuals leaving the criminal justice system
WHAT WE WANT TO GET OUT OF THIS LEARNING GROUP (Go-around with participants)
· A shared vision and a commitment to that vision
· We need to pinpoint the barriers to solutions, based on data, and then develop a concrete and achievable action plan to overcome those barriers
· What will really shift the ground

· Solutions must be grounded in reality of RI
· Link up the issues of housing, financial condition and health
· Solutions must reflect a dynamic economic, political and social landscape
· Funding strategies including clarity on what resources we have available, how they are distributed (federal/state/local), where there may be additional federal dollars available and other models of funding
· To change the discourse and action on homelessness: e.g rather than talking about how we move people out of homelessness, how do we prevent people from ever becoming homeless in the first place

· E.g. We know the correctional system is feeding homelessness. How do we intervene more effectively before people leave prison.
· How do we build the political will to make desired changes happen
· Understand how those who are homeless experience the system now. How can we use their knowledge and action to change the system to solve the need? 
· To shift public awareness to ensure that housing is considered a basic human right

· Effective strategies to engage political leadership at all levels

TYPES OF SOLUTIONS THAT WERE MENTIONED

· Housing First

· Reallocate resources to keep people permanently housed, to ensure transitions can occur without creating homelessness. 

· Stop funding what doesn’t work.

OTHER MODELS TO EXPLORE

· Columbus Ohio
· Baltimore, MD (@ government level)
· Western Europe
· Other funding models
Attending:

Bobbie Fish, House of Hope

Cathy Rhodes, People to End Homelessness

Corinna Roy, RI Dept of MHRH

Darlene Price, RI Office of Housing and Community Development

Dr. Tom O’Toole, VA Medical Center

Eric Hirsch, Providence College

Joe Garlick, Neighborworks Blackstone River Valley

John Joyce, RI Homeless Advocacy Project

Karen Jeffreys, RI Coalition for the Homeless

Laura Archambault, RI Housing

Melissa Howard, Street Sights & RICH Advisory Council

Michelle Wilcox, Crossroads RI
Mike Scarlatti, RICH Learning Groups Steering Committee

Mike Tondra, RI Office of Housing and Community Development
H. Reed Cosper, RI Office of the Mental Health Advocate

Roberta Richman, RI Dept of Corrections

Sharon Morello, Providence Center

Sheryl Marshall, ACCESS RI

Stephanie Geller, RI KIDS Count
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