Rhode Island Coalition for the Homeless

Learning Group 1: Ending Homelessness in RI
Summary of May 6, 2010 Meeting


NEXT MEETING: Thursday, June 3, 2010 @12:00 – 2:00 

Please note the change of meeting date starting in July. Meetings will take place on either the first or second Wednesday of each month at noon. Lunch is provided.
Please let us know if any of the dates below won’t work for you.
Tentative schedule (to confirm): Jul 7, Aug 4, Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8

JUNE MEETING AGENDA
The May meeting will center around a presentation on practices of ending homelessness in other communities. 

NOTES FROM MAY 6th Meeting
A few major questions emerged from the presentations and discussions that might frame our future explorations:

1. What programs are working in other states that we might we want to adopt in RI? How did those states bring these programs into being?
2. How might we re-invest/re-prioritize existing resources in RI? What are the criteria by which we would prioritize? 
3. What other tools exist, e.g. legal strategies, to achieve our objectives.

4. What does this transition look like? How can it be achieved?

Data was presented by

· Eric Hirsch – overview of HMIS data, impact of growing socio-economic disparity on the housing market over time

· Stephanie Geller – Families/children 

· Corinna Roy – MHRH statistics

· Roberta Richman – Probation, sex offenders, leaving incarceration

· Tom O’Toole – Veterans issues

· John Joyce - unsheltered homeless

Please send copies of your presentations to Karen Jeffreys (Karen@rihomeless.org) so that we can post them on the RICH website as a resource for this group and for all of the learning groups.

Mental Health Issues
Reed Cosper alerted the group to existing state law that codifies the “right to treatment:” 

“any person who is a patient in a facility pursuant to this chapter shall have a right to the care and treatment that is necessary for and appropriate to the condition for which he or she was admitted or certified....”

http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE40.1/40.1-5/40.1-5-9.HTM
Definitions of care and treatment and facility can be found at:

http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE40.1/40.1-5/40.1-5-2.HTM
This sparked a discussion as to whether there was a legal strategy that could be used (and by whom?) to support the seriously mentally impaired homeless. Reed also asked whether the State should be moving to place seriously mentally impaired homeless into involuntary treatment and whether this would in fact be more humane and better for all than to leave these individuals homeless, on the streets or in shelters that were not designed to care for their significant mental health needs. Many of the shelter providers confirmed that they did not have the resources to support these individuals. Mental health providers questioned/did not support involuntary or coercive treatment.  Unfortunately, we left this conversation hanging as we were already beyond our 2 pm end time.
Attending (please send along corrections):

Corinna Roy, RI Dept of MHRH

Don Boucher, Riverwood Mental Health

Dr. Tom O’Toole, VA Medical Center

Eric Hirsch, Providence College

Jean Johnson, House of Hope

John Joyce, RI Homeless Advocacy Project

Karen Jeffreys, RI Coalition for the Homeless

Laura Archambault, RI Housing

Laura Jaworski, RI Coalition for the Homeless

Melissa Howard, Street Sights & RICH Advisory Council

Michelle Brophy, Corporation for Supportive Housing

Michelle Wilcox, Crossroads RI
Mike Scarlatti, RICH Learning Groups Steering Committee

H. Reed Cosper, RI Office of the Mental Health Advocate

Roberta Richman, RI Dept of Corrections

Sharon Morello, Providence Center

Sheryl Marshall, ACCESS RI

Stephanie Geller, RI KIDS Count

Steve Ostiguy, Church Community Housing

AmeriCorps –Outreach and Engagement Specialists

Emily Moulton

Kristina Fox

OUR WORKING TOGETHER AGREEMENT

· Participate

· Keep paper to a minimum (we are looking into an online section of the RICH website where reports, group information and meeting summaries can be made available)
· Okay to not always agree, we can bring forward multiple recommendations
· Communicate ideas outward without attribution, i.e. we encourage participants to continue these discussions with their own colleagues and constituents, but we also want individuals within this group to feel comfortable expressing difficult ideas. So in bringing issues forward to your constituents, do this without attribution
· Be open, honest and respectful
· Allow other opinions to emerge
· Act in good faith and assume the same of each other.  
· Avoid group think, healthy dynamic of dissent
· Not about person, but their positions
· Cell phones on vibrate
· Share notes on web
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