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Mission Statement

We envision a Rhode Island where no one is homeless. Every person has appropriate housing and adequate income, receives effective services, and has hope for the future.

Objectives and Strategies
Priority 1: Establish political will, clear leadership, and community involvement to end homeless in RI

Strategies:

1. Create housing through the implementation of the “RI Five Year Strategic Housing Plan: 2006-2010” Five Thousand in Five Years

2. Reactivate the Interagency Council on Homelessness through an Executive Order of the Governor

3. Work with Housing Works and the RI Coalition for the Homeless (RICH) in an advocacy coalition to support legislation that creates housing and services for homeless Rhode Islanders

4. Engage local government and the community in efforts to end homelessness

5. RICH co-convenes a state level Policy Academy

6. Establish an ongoing mechanism for day-to-day follow through on Action Plan items

7. On a quarterly basis, monitor progress of Policy Academy Action Plan in meeting approved benchmarks and completion dates

Priority 2: Use data to demonstrate the benefits of ending homelessness

Strategies:

1. Collect data on homelessness in a coordinated, useful way that measures effectiveness

2. Disseminate cost-benefit information to state and local decision makers including the Administration and General Assembly leadership

Priority 3: Create at least 500 additional units of housing for homeless individuals and families in 10 years


Strategies:

1. Ensure that housing for those who are homeless is included in the “RI Five Year Strategic Housing Plan: 2006-2010; Five Thousand in Five Years”

2. Continue funding the Neighborhood Opportunities Program

3. Support a fund to finance housing for very low income people and individuals with disabilities

4. Match people in shelters with NOP units and other deeply subsidized projects

5. Provide technical assistance to shelters regarding housing

6. Work with Public Housing Authorities to develop housing for those who are homeless, use existing or new units

7. Create rental assistance programs to subsidize rent in privately owned housing

8. Increase housing assistance

9. Place 200 individuals and families in permanent supportive housing through a pilot program

10. Increase the housing stock that is “healthy,” free of lead, mold, and other health hazards

Priority 4: Create a coordinated, effective, accessible service system and link it to housing

Strategies:

1. Prioritize the use of mainstream services in health and mental health care including access to Medicaid

2. Ensure children receive the full benefits of NCLB and Education of Homeless Children and Youth Act

3. Prioritize the use of mainstream services in employment and training (e.g. Ticket to Work, SSI, Medicaid)

4. Continue and expand specialized employment and training programs offered by homeless providers (e.g. Amos House, Crossroads)

5. Enhance case coordination strategies in cooperation with people experiencing homelessness

6. Develop new sources of funding

7. Fund and continue the Supportive Services Program
8. Collaborate to provide services for prisoner re-entry

9. (left blank)

Priority 5: Prevent Homelessness

Strategies:

1. Increase income

2. Increase awareness of public benefits

3. Increase the stock of healthy housing

4. Preserve the existing housing stock

5. Identify and intervene with those who are at risk of becoming homeless

6. Have appropriate discharge planning that includes housing and services from all state systems: corrections, child welfare, hospitalization
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